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1 : is the principal crop of the district. In 

۲ -76, dt was cultivated in 235,930 hectares forming 

8.1 per cent of the total cropped area. Cumbu, cholam, 
p ji am varagu are the important millets grown in the 

Εξ district. Next to paddy, cotton is the most important crop . 





IT of the district. Nearly one fifth of the State's cotton. 
= ares is found in this district. Mainly a dry crop. cotton 
x was cult ivated in nearly 50,000 hectares in 1975-76 account- 





(dns for 8.1 per cent of the total eroppe area. Coconut, 





Dev. palmyrah, sugarcane, chillics, pamarbid anc 





_ eoriander are the other crops grown in the district. 









r ` The district has achieved significant increases 

| in production levels of principal crops. From 83000 
tonaes in 1950-51, cercal proóuction increased to 408,000 
 heeteres zonnes in 1975-76. In the same pericc total 
production of food grains rose from 85000 tonnes to 
413,000 tonnes.àn-1975-76. Paddy pro3uction increased 
from 37985 tonnes in 1950-51 to 272,380 tonnes in 1975-76. 
‘Pulses and chil ies also showed increasing trends in 
production. Cotton production increased curing the 

périod 1950-61 but declined in the period 1960-61 to 
1975-76. Millets production also exhibited a similar 
esa: It should be pointed out that the area under | 
these crops had a negative growth rate in the ceric 


1960-61 to 1275-76. 


Use of improved seeds, application of fertilisers 
and tnowletge and use of better methods of cultivation 
Have resulted in the increase in yield of many crops in 
the district. The average yield of paddy increased from 


389 kg. per hectare in 1250-51 to 1155 kg. in 1975-76. 





= In the period 1950-51 to 1975-76, paty rice 

pulses. ‘chillies aha groundnut had positive growth ratos 
for arca, The growth rates of production were ail 
positive except ragi, varagu and cotton. The yield 
growth rates wore mostly positive but were low. Only 
cotton and groupant had negative growth ratos for yield. 
Docomposition analysis revealer that for cotaining 
ique sección levels in future, extension ご area 
alone will not be sufficient. Since rainfali is an 
"important factor in the agriculture o£ Ramanataàaouram 
district, its effect was examined. Statistical analysis 
showed that in years of hich rainfall, rice vield is 
higher by more than 200 kg. per hectare and that cf 


cholam ら 90 kg. than in years of low rainfall. 


There is considerable scope for increasing tho 
use of improved seeds, fertilisers and plant protection 
measures. Use of improved farm machinery is also not 
very comnon in the district. Most of the villages aro 
electrificd and a well developed net work of Side aldo 
exists. The district is fairly well serve ^y an ade- 
cuate number of branches of commercial sans and co- 


onerative credit societies. 
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: The average size o£ operational noldiag in the 
district wes 1.34 hectares, according to the 197t Agri- 
cultural Census. Small and marginal farmer households 
together with agricultural 1abour households accounted 
for nearly 34 per cent of the total cultivating nouse- 

holds. Nearly 97 per cent of the total παν of \ 


holdings were owned and self operated. 
5 : 


There are thirteen regulated mar*et Centres in 
the district. The commodities traded in the reculatec 
markets include paddy, groundnut, gingelly, chillies, 


cotton, cane jagsery and cashewnuts, 


The farm harvest prices of principal agriculture? 
——commodities have been rising during the pericd 1950 to 

1974. The retail prices of the important fooc grains 

have also Leen steadily- increasing ia the same perio”. 

Wages of agricuitural labour had increased by more than 

three times between 1960-61 and 1975-76. 

In order to push up the economy of tnis backward 
‘district, some development programmes have neca inp anon ar 


“anf some more are being contemplated. Among them, mentica 


should ^e made about Drouct Trone Area Procramme, た ュ っ 


Hich Yielling Varieties Programme, and Schere for improviso 








ings 


0 
3 
m 
edt 

| d 
ZB 

f 


Requis 


ites 


s 
2 


ná 


a 


es 


ti 


o-cperative 


ES 


g Var 


ies 


et 


1din 


ie 





principal 


u der 


s to 


ipal crop 


er princ 


a 


Ss 











AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 


= RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT 


INTRODUCTION 


The present district of Ramanathrruram in 
Tamilnadu, first came into existence on the first 
Tune, 1910. Two big zamindaries viz., Ramnac and 
Sivaganga under the old Madurai district and portions 
of Srivilliputtur and Sattur taluks, belonging to 
Tirunelveli district were put together to constitute ” 
the district of Ramnad, It is a dry district, with 
a vast Sandy coastal belt and no perennial rivers. 
Poor soti; uncertain and insufficient rainfall and 
lack of assured irrigation facilities make farming 
difficult and risky. However, the people of the 
district are very industrious and dynamic. The 
labour class migrate in large numbers to adjoining 
districta like Thanjavur, during periods of peak 
agricultural activity. In the past, a good number 


used to go to Burma and Ceylon in search of job. 


oe 
N 
te. 


Ironically, in the post independent era, a 
series of Winfcrtuisn have contributed to the develop- 
ment of Ramanathapuram district. The ban on the 
entry of Indians to Ceylon, Burma and other overseas 
countries have made the people think of their own 
district. The cyclone of 1955 caused such damage to 
the district that the government carried out large 
scale repairs and renovation of tanks. This has sta- 
bilised the districts agriculture. The communal 

riots of 1957 made the governrent develop internal 
communications and devote greater attention to improve 
the economic conditions. In short, i5 recent years, 
the district has been showing dist inct signs of 


development. 
L ons 


Ramanathapuram district is situated between 
9°.5' and 19.25) of the northern latitude and 77°,20' 
: and 79%.28* pf the eastern longtitude. Stretching from 
"Ehe western Ghats to the Bay of Bengal, the district 
covers an area of 12578 sq.Km..representing 10.34 per 
cent of the area of Tamilnadu. It is bounded on the 


north by the districts of Madurai, Tiruchirapalli and 


. PudukotEai, on the east by the Palk B4¥ and on the 
south by the Gulf of Mannar and Tírunelveli district, 
The Kerala State forms the boundary on the western 3 
side, The distriet is divided into eleven taluks ピー 


and 32 panchayat unions. 


Physical Features: 


Except for the parts of the Western Ghats on 
the Western and South Western sides of Srivilliputhur 
taluk and a few detached hills in Tirupattur taluk, the 
district is an uninteresting plain. The Western Chats 
des steeply on the eastern side to a height of about 
5000 feet, but slopes down ο... on the western 
side into the Kerala region. Hence, the watershed to 
the east is limited and no important river descends 


. into the plain. 


Soils: 

Black loamy soil suitable for cotton cultivation 
is found in Sattur taluk and eee portions of Sriví2111- 
puttur and Aruppukottai taluksi Around the northern 
parts of Srivilliputtur, the soil 45 red loam. The 


rest of the district is covered by red lateritic soil 


in which nothing will flourish except some natural 
growth of odal, palmyra, bamboo and some jungle shrubs. 
The coastal area is sandy. Rockscontaining limestone 
and graphite Are found in«Srivilliputtur, Sattur, 
Aruppukottai, Tirupathur and Sivaganga taluks, Clay, 
useful for brick making is found in many areas of the 


district. 


Rivers و‎ 


There are no perennial rivers in the district. - 

The chief river of the district, Vaigai, originating 

in the Western Ghats, enters Ramnad, after flowing 
through Madurai district. The river divides the Sistrict 
into almost two equal parts. Though the river 

directly benefits only an area of 2400 hectares, it 
feeds 283 tanks with an ayacut of 42,000 hectares. 
 Arjunanadi, Sevalperi, Gundar, Sarug&miand Manimuthar 
are other xivers flowing intothe district.  Beéides 
these, there are a number of small streams which, 

being benefited by the North East monsoon, feed a 


number of tanks in the district. 


Climate: 
Ramanathapuram district is hot and dry in the 


coastal regions. The mercury seldom falls below 70°F. 





April, May, and June are the hottest months. December 
and January are comparatively cool and by February, 


the temperature begingto rise. 


Rainfall: 

The district receives only seanty raínfall. 
The normal rainfall (worked out on the basis of 
50 years data from 1901) is 839,5 m.m. This is less 
than the State average raínfall of 945.7 Meme The 
bulk of the rainfall falls in the district during the 
North East Monsoon, (October to December) which, in 


GAAS ده‎ 


rn of the en not EHRE € δα late but ασε αι  — 

nen Ip the period 1950-51 to 

1975-76, the annual rainfall has been normal or above 
normal in ten years only. In many yeazs, the district 
gets only a very low rainfall. Since Ramanathapuram 
is heavily dependent on rainfed tanks fox irrigation, 
timely and sufficient rainfall is the most important 
factor in the agriculture of the district. Rainfall 
data for the period 1950-51 to 1975-76 are given in 


Appendix Table-1. 
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1,822,307 

882,147 

940,160 

E : 529,815 599,481 

| Males mA 293, 622 

. Females N.A. 305,859 
District 

“Total 2,081,791 2,421,788 

Males 996,167 1,175,769 


Females 1,085,624 1,246,019 


A A a a Wm. a a a A cm -- ο eor 


-- 


Sources Census of India - 1971. 


NA Nót Available. 


In 1971, there were 5,89,206 residential houses 


distributed over 34 towns and 1411 inhabited villages. 
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746,662 
371, 7 


2,860,207 
1,400,835 
1,459,372 
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of tne inhabited villages; nearly 35 per cent were 


having population ranging between 1000 and 2000. 


The 
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“Workers: 


. The oval number of workers in the district had 
c. τς o in 1961 to 10,20,345 in 1971. 


| Workers formed 48 per cent of the total populstion 


in 1961 and 35.71 per cent in 1971. The corresponding 





State mw were 46 per cent and 35.8 per cent.  Agri- 


v dd τος main ο e SEDES and agri- 


ュー 





The petas of ο... in 1971 was very high among 
the females (82.9 per cent) compared to that of males 

(45.61 per cent). Female workers formed 25.33 per cc こも 
of the total workers in 1971,  Table-IV gives the detaiis 


about workers in different sectors. 


Table-IV Workers 
1961 1971 
S.No. ee Number Percent Number Percent 
1. Cultivators 615,781 53202 37 l1 000... 35 
2. Agricultural labourers 167,686 14.44 RUDI dd νε 
3% Mining, Quarying, 
Fishing etc. 22713141 1.96 2U TOS 2 
4. Housenold industry 91.907 Fel 58,407 Ss 
5. Manufacturing, other 
than household 51, 245 4.41 90,760 8.90 
6. Construction 9,682 0.83 11,980 1.17 
απ me.8- 52d Commerc]: 49,674 4.28 78,307 7.68 
8. Transport, storage 
and communication 10,441 0.90 14,498 1.42 
9. Other services 1421337  . 12.25 91,966 9.01 
100.00 100,00 


= 


Census of India - District Census Handbook -‏ ی 


Ramanathapuram) . 


= 11 s 





Land utilisations 

The total geographical area of the district was 
estimated at 1,250,275 hectares (by village papers) in 
1975-76. In 1950-51, it was put down at 1,249,948 
hectares. Between 1950-51 and 1975-76, there had been 
an increase in area under 'forests', ‘land put to non- 
agricultural use', 'net area sown* and 'total cropped 

tune 


- Pamir G- ven 
area'. In the same period area under " - 


f$ivable waste", ‘cultivable waste’, ‘permanent pastures 
and grazing lands' and "miscellaneous tree crops and 
groves' have declined. Area under 'fallows' and area 


sown more than once have been fluctuating. 


Net area sown had been steadily increasing from 
326,423 hectares in 1950-51 and touched the 600 thousand 
mark in 1962-63 and had remained about that level in all 
the Following years except in 1974-75, when it fell very 
sharply to 476,813 hectares. Since the current fallows 
have always been above one hundred thousand hectares, 
there is enough scope for bringing more area under cultivat- 
ion. The main reason for vast stretches of land in the 
district remaining waste are non-availability of irrigation 
facilities, low fertility of the soil and the poor economic 
status of the ryots. By affording required financial and 
other facilities, these areas can be profitably brought 


under cultivation. 






T = Excepting the Nilgiris, this district has the 
lowest percentage for area sown more than once in 4 
‘Tamilnadu. Poor irrigation facilities are again in 
the way of growing a second crop. The intensity of crop- 
ping has been just above unity, fluctuating between 

1.02 and 1.08. Particulars regarding land utilisation 
are given in Table-V. Yearwise data on land utilisation 


are presented in appendix tables 3 to 6. 


Table-V Land Utilisation (Area in hectares) 
Classification 1950-51 1960-61 1970-71 1975-76 


ES 全 人 机 


Total geographical 


area (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0 
Forests 24,156 25,391 45,413 47,831 
(1.9) (2.0) (3.7) (3.8) 
Land not available 276,222 280,116 269,792 251,270 
for cultivation (22.1) (22.4) (21.6) (20.1) 
ΕΟ waste, 4 6,541 102,565 49,096 
grazing lands, and τ faa eS) (3.9) 
land with miscel- 
laneous tree crops : 
Fallow lands 335,394 204,924 214,105 297,391 
(26.9) (16.4) 617.2) (23.8) 
Net area sown 326,423 582,777 610,887 604,687 
(26.1) (46.6) (49.2) (48.4) 
Area sown more 19,611 47,538 13,535 13,849 
"than once (1.6) (3.8) (1.0) (1-7) 
Total Cropped area 346,034 630,315 624,422 618,536 
(27,7) (50.4) (50.2) (49.5) 


Source: 


Season and Crop Reports of Tamil Nadu. 
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In 1950-51, the gross area irrigated was 153,845 
hectares, forming 44.5 per cent of the total gross cropped 
„area. It has fluctuated over the years, since, as 
already pointed out, the main sources of irrigation are 
tanks which depend upon the monsoon rains for their 
water supply. The LU irrigated area stood at 228,376 
hectares in 1975—75 and formed 36,9 per cent of the total 
gross cropped area, Area irrigated more than once also 
oscillated very widely recording the lowest figure of 
240 hectares in 1961—62 and the highest Pio of ; 


51,855 hectares in 1953-54. 


In 1971, modernisation of Vaigai project was 
taken up and when completed, it is expected to feed about 
280 rainfed tanks with an ayacut of 42000 hectares. 
Pilavakkal scheme for constructing two reservoirs across 
Kavalai and Periyar rivers at a cost of Rs.186.22 lakhs 
has been taken up during the Fourth Plan period and is 


yet to be completed. 


More than 9O per cent of the total area irrigated 
are under food crops. The majox portion of the irrigated 
area is under paday, increasing from 62.09 per cent in 
1950-51 to 71.46 per cent in 1975-76. The irrigated 


area under all the other food grains are very insignificant, 





crop in areas $rrigated by rainfed 
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ib expecting the rains during the North . 
\onsoon period of October-December. The crop is . . 


a Paddy, as an 


chillies are generally cultivated during 


August-Septenber to MNO Cotton, sown in 


ss to October is tbe period in which irrigated cotton 


m season particulars are given in the 
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Cumbu, cholam, ragi and varagu are the important 
millets grown in the district. Eight per cent of the 
area و‎ δα wab under cumbu in 1975-76. It was mostly 
grown in Baba and Axuppukkottai taluks. Varagu, largely 
grown in Thiruvadanai, Aruppukkottai and Mucukalattur 
taluks, can be cultivated in poor soils. In spite of its 
long duration, varagu is preferred in certain areas 
because it is drought resistant and relatively free from 
pests and diseases. In 1975-76, it was cultivated in 
41,389 hectares (6.7 per cent). Ragi was grown in 5.6 
per cent of the gross cropped area and cholam in 2.4 
per cent. Among pulses, blackgram and horsegram are 


important in the districte 


Next to paddy, cotton is the most important crop X 
of the district. About one fifth of the State's total 
cotton area is found here. Cotton was cultivated in 
nearly 50,000 hectares in 1975-76, accounting for 8.1 per- 
cent of the total cropped area. It is mostly grown under 

-rainfed conditions. Climatic conditions are highly suited 
for the cultivation of long staple cotton varieties like 
cambodia. It is mostly cultivated in Rajapalayam, 
Srivilliputtuf, Aruppukkottai and Mudukalattur taluks. 

Cf thc other important crops, groundnut occupied 4.4 per- v 


“cent of the total cropped area in 1975-76 and chillies 


ieved remarkable increases in 
Boe RNs eee E : 
inc pal crops. Cereal production 


s in 1950-51 to C e 









we |. Paddy and pulses have shown increasing trends 1: 
| production. From 379,985 tonnes in 1950-51, padéy 
` production increased to 272,380 tonnes in 1975-76. The 
highest production of 55,850 tonnes was recorded in 
: 1974-75. Pulses have shown a remarkable increase 
. from 1,880 tonnes in 1950-51 to 4,710 tonnes in 1975-75. 
Pulses registered the highest production of 7,300 tonnes 
in 1973-74. Chillies production has been steadily 


on the increase. 


In the case of cotton, the production trend was 
inereasing during the period 1950-61, but it began to 
decline during the period 1960-61 to 1975-76. Millets 
production also behaved in the same manner. It should 

be noted that the area under these crops had also shown 


a negative growth rate in the latter period, 


The production of onions varies from year to 
year, dependibusupon the area cropped. Groundnut 
production had shown an increasing trend during 1950-51 
to 1959-60 and a decreasing trend during the next 
decade. The production as well as area of tobacco 


has been decreasing throughout, starting with a 





den fall in 1958-59. 


E 





|... Particulars of the outturn of principal crops 
from 1950-51 to 1975-76 are furnished in the appendix 
tables 15 and 16. 


Yields 

A perusal of the yields per hectare, of the 
principal crops during the period of study, reveals 
a steady increase in many cases. Use of improved and 
high yielding τος application of ehemical fertilisers, 
knowledge and w@e/better methods of cultivation practices, 
extension work and additional irrigation facilities hare 


been responsible for the increases in yields. 


Table-VII _ Usas of Principal Crops 
in Kg. per hectare 


Crop --.--Xield (Kg./hectare) Br 
1950-51 1960-61 1975-76 


Rice 388 820 $155 
Cholam 420 841 697 
Cumbu 284 729 728 
Chillies 938 942 1627 
Cotton 119 140 68 


Groundnut 879 1155 N.A. 


Sources Season and Crop Reports of Tamil Nadu. 


N.A.ı- Not Available. 
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ae η. yield per heetare of ¿tae Had gone 

up from 388 Kg., in 1950-51 to 1155 Kg., in 1975-76. 
Rice yield in the district has always remained below 
the State average. This is due to the fact that a 
sizeable area undex the crop is cultivated undex rainfed 
conditions. This also applies to other crops like 
Chillies, Cholam, Cümbu, Ragi and Groundnut,  Implemen- 
tation of High Yielding Varieties Programme in the 
district in the mid sixtees, has helped to raise the 
yields of paddy. Crash U Lii for pulses and cotton 

"Package programmes have helped to inerease the pro urti- 
vityoóof these crops. 


A study of the yearwise yield of the district 
shows sudden decreases in the yields of rice, millets, 


and 1974-75. : 
1 These low yields could be due to the signifi- 


| pulses and cotton in the years 1952-53, 1958-59, 
cantly low rainfall in the district in those years. 
The yield per hectare of principal erops for the period 
1950-51 to 1975-76 are made available in the appendix 


table-17. 





` Growth rates of area, production and productivity: 


` . Compound growth rates of area, production and 
A A πμ ABK Uu uec καν ccs MCN UU A Sa NAS AA 


productivity of the principal crops of the district 





to 1960-61, 1960-61 to 1975-76 and 1950-51 to 1975-76, 


Area and production of all crops except cholam 
had shown a positive growth ratc during the period 
1950-51 to 1960-61. In this «period, the area growth 

ground nut 
rates of rice, pulses, chillies and/were high. Very 
high growth rates of production (exceeding 10 per cent) 
were recorded in the case of rice, cumbu, pulses, 
chillies and groundnut in the same period. kagi, 
vafagu and cotton had also significantly high growth 
rates of production. During this period, all crops 


except chillies had positive yield growth rates, with 


high figures for rice, cholam and ragi. 


Between 1960-61 and 1975-76, the growth rates 
of ares were mostly negative, with very low positive 
Percentages for rice, pulses and chillies. Production 

` growth rates ο digo on the same lines, chillies being 
the only cxop to have a positive figure. The yiela 
growth rates in the same period were all negative except 


in the case of chillies, cholam and ragi. 
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Decomposition of output 3 : 
: In this section, the contribution of different 
component elements to growth of output in the district 
for thé period 1950-51 to 1973-74 is studied. Rice, 
cholam, cumbu, ragi, varagu, pulses, chillies, cotton 
and groundnut Due been considered in the analysis. 
With the help of/ model developed by Minhas and :-i. ーー 
Vaidyanathan (1 the increase in aggregate output has 
been decomposed into seven component elements viz., 
the contribution of (a) changes in area, (b) changes 
in per hectare yield (c) changes in cropping pattern 
and interaction between (d) area and yield (e) area 
and cropping pattern (f) yield and cropping pattern 


and (g) area, yield and cropping pattern. 


The considered crops Ci's are assigned constant 
weights Wi's, being the 1960-61 price of the respective 
στους. Cio's and Cit's are proportions of area 
ied by different crops in years 'O' and 't', and 


ーー ニー ニーー ニ ーーー ニ ーーーーー ニ ーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーー 


(1) B.S. Minhas and A. Vaidyanathan, "Growth of Crop 
output in India, 1951-54 to 1958-61.- An Analysis 
by Component Elements in Journal of Indian Society 
of Agricultural Statistics, Vol.XII, No.2 PP, 230- 
252° 














DGETA Decomposition of Output 
t ITOIVIDUAL SFFAOTS ها اند و‎ 
Crops Perioó psa Per hectare Cropping area Ares Crcpsing MESS, . 
τι Yield Pattern and per and pattern cropping . 
(a) (Y) (c) hectarz crop- an? por pattern Ἢ 
iold ping hectare and per o 
ἵλκν) stern 0 hectare 
(Axc) yale 
(CxY) xCxy) 

1. All Crops* 50-63 23.51 25.59 19.52 10.91 7.45 3.63 1,39 τ 
F 60-74 20.47 54.53 11.99 3.76 0,93 7.89 0.54 No 

50-74 22.42 20.04 15.32 13.39 7.31 9.16 4.37 

60-74 10,19 60.46 16,70 4, 18 1,15 6.34 0. 48 

50-74 13.55 29,07 14.56 13.97 6.94 14.90 7.11 

3. Cumbu 50-63 26.59 95,47 -17,96 36.43 -6-82 -24.47 9934 

60-74 25.99 -56,59 -72.04 -3.91 -4.97 10,97 0.75 

50-74 60.70 123,85 =50。80 61.45 =24。23 =51。44 «24.53 

60-74 41,32 =191。81 86.55 =13。24 5,97 -27.40 -1.99 

50-74 75.27 =31。53 60.33 -15.04\ 23.77 212.05 -5.75 

5. Cotton 50-63 44.49 21.14 16.12 3.07 6.15 2.92 Jatt 

50-74 692.24 -93.92 -337.09  -39.98 «160.70. 19.45 9.25 
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| πω the period 1950-63, the contribution of changes 
in area ana yield were almost equal (about 29 per cent), 
while yield was responsible for more than 50 per cent 
of the increase in aggregate output during 1960-74, The 
percentage HH fon of changes in cropping pattern 
was less during 1960-74 than that during 1950-63. For 
the total period 1950-74, the effect of yield on tne 


aggregate output had teen higher than that of area. 


` Coming to individual erops, during 1950-63, the 
output growth was podie e for all the crops considered. 
The effects of area as well as yield were prominent. 
In the case of cumbu, yield eff>ct was higher. The inter- 
action effects constituted a lesser percentage than the 


individual effects. 


During 1960-74, of tne four crops consifered, only 
rice had a positive out put growth. Effect of yield ves 
the main cause for increase in the case of rice, and 


decreases for cotton, cumbu, and groundnut. 








; ۱ in the total portet, 1950-74, yield wag the main 
1 ev | 
causo for the increase in output of rice „cimhu. Extension 


of area was the significant factor in the case of groundnut. 


In Wit oft the cases, it is son that the af- 
fectd of increases in arca is declining in the period 
1960-74 compared to that of 1950-63. Hence for achieving 
higher production levels in future, mere extension of area 


alone may not suffice. 


Rainfall and yield 


As rainfall is a very important factor in the agri- 
culture of Ramanathesuram district, its influence on 


old is sought to be examined in this section. 


Yield is taken as the dependent variable with time 
trend and rainfall as independent variables. Rainfall 
for particular crops at particular seasons would be rele- 
vant, but such data is not readily available. Other 
factors like fertilisers and irrigation facilities have 


not been considered for lack of data. Equations of the tyro 
E 29 
五 A+ BT + DER 


were fittod for a number of crops of which only rice, 
plan. groundnut and cumbu yielded significant results. 
The data used related to the period 1950-51 to 1975-76. 
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has nearly 400 Ims. length of railways 











f the 32 blocks. The average length 


100 sq.km. of area is about 3 km. an? per 





| no important Port. Rameoswaram, 








Tondi are all minor Ports. Mantapam, 


inam and Devipatt inan are important 





re are near y 5,000 telephones. 
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and about 150 public call offices. The available tele- 
communications are not adequate in all parts c£ the 


district. 


Financial Institutions 


Ramanatha puram district is fairly well served 

by an adequate net work of 150 branches of commercial 

- banks, located in 32 Centres. The population served per 
branch works out to 21,900. The deposits of the commer- 
cial banks have increased by 190 per cent from Rs.14.13 
crores in 1973 to Rs.41.04 crores in 1976. With the 
opening of more branches, the commercial banks are expect- 
ed to take active part in the implementation of various 


development programmes. 


The Ramanathapuram District Co-operative Central 
Bank, with its head office at Madurai, has 30 branches, 
mostly at Panchayat Union head cuarters. As on November, 
1977, 440 primary agricultural cc-operative credit socie- 
ties were functicning in the district. Three Panchayat 
Unionsgereo having more than 20 societies each, 20 
Panchayat Unions. between 11 and 20 societies each and 
yat unions 
only 9 L wrt having less than ton societies each. 


There are also Weaver's Co-operative Societies and other 













ad pes - ers 0 it has 13 branches in 


napuram district. The resources of the doa. 


ans from its sponsoring “bank. These credit 


ie lveli districts. The bank has 













Table _ XIII E 
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cent District State Per cent 
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State Per 


9.39 897 - 3306 10.30 
8.53 1069 10416 10.27 
7239: — 1083 11293 9.59 
752. — FOO 11226 9.8 


M EMIT 1345 12973 10.36 












blocks. Two milk chillinc plants 
| Srivilliputhur and dn E 


ty OE 10, 000 litres. Another plent is 





at Paramaludi with a capacity of 5000. 
are 75 milk producers' Co-operative 


district. Still, the private vendors 
in the collection and distribution 
»roauction in the district was sst ma- 
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In | Fearing sheep, three different practices are 
ein the district. : "Varam" method in which land- 


ss labourers take share in the female progery 7 is 





opu Ap du Aruppukkottai area. Well to do farmors of 





area employ shephergs to look after tneir heres. 


and poor shepherss in Ramanathapuram area keep 








Flock and depend entirely upon them for their 
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115. 72 in 1975-76. 
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“the appendix table 23. 7 








| το Bemanathacurem, often harassed Sy severe 
aroun, 15 tHe least devalope” among the districts of 
tamil Madu in agricultural and industrial growth. In 
| order to dey っ 1op this droucht prone district, a Proucht 
Prone Area Programme has been ia operation from arch, 1974. 
The main objective of the programme is to provide employ- 
ment and income to small and marginal farmers and landless 
acrienlturai la>ourers by developing subsidiary activities 
like dairying and sıesp a He. Assistance is given in 
the qwixen form of loans and subsidies. Rural artisans and 
malayrah toppers are also helped ny tne programme.  Re- 
conditioning of 575 tanks by desilting, Geepening and 
bunding have been carried out under the programme. A 
firossakxk proposal to construct 100 tube wells at a cost 
of one crore rupzes has "aon summittef to Government cf 
India, 
2) High Yieldina Vatios Programme 
The High Yielding Varieties Programme was 
intro uced in the Aistrict in 1966-67. The coverage of 


arca under hich yielding paddy varieties had risen from 





yorid millets 
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nor irrigation, a scheme is in opera— 





3326 wells and fit them with pumpsots, 
ana installaticn of 695 pumpsets. 
“assistance of Rs.129 lakhs 





i an Development Corporation. 
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Agricultural Economics kesearch Centre, Madras, 
Agricultural Development in Tamilnadu, Vol.I and II, 
1976. 





: _‚Aralikottai Village, Survey and 
Resurvey Reports. 


, Rajagambiram Village, Survey and 


Mesurvyey ReDOrtS. 


, Uppathur Village, Survey and 
Resurvey Reports. : 


, Vadamalaipuram Village, Survey 
Report. 
Department of Agriculture, Tamilnadu, Annual Production 


Programme, 1976-77, Madurai kegion. 
Department of Statistics, Tamilnadu, Reports on the 


Livestock Census, for the years 1951, 1956, 1961, 1966 
and 1974, 


+ Season and Crop Reports for the years 
1950-51 to 1975-76. 


¿Socio Economic Indicatiogs of Regional 
. Development in Tamilnadu, 1978. 


¿State Accounts Statistics, Tamilnadu, 





Government of India, District Census Handbook, Ramanatha- 
puram for the years 1951, 1961 and 1971. 


Government of Tamilnadu, An Economic Appraisal, for 
the years, 1972 to 1977; 


: , World Agricultural Census, 1970- 
Ji, Tamilnadu, Vol.1 and II, 1974. 


Indian Overseas Bank, Credit Plan for Ramanathapurm 
District, Tamilnadu, 1978. 
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425.00 
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41,384 
32,694 


39,530 
56,270 


8,672 
10,788 


44,533 
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74,548 





117,452 


D sig. 
2 51l 


"115 
24,490 


1,010 
1,192 


5,141 
5,005 


144 
272 


49,430 
17.438 


490888 769,530 
638959 1200903 


117576913246019. 
1400635 1459372 














1950-51 
۱ 51-52 
52-53 
53-54 
54-55 
55-56 


56-57 - 


57-53 
53-59 
59-60 
60-61 
61-62 
62-63 
63-64 
64-65 
65-66 
66-67 
67-53 
63-59 
69-79 
70-71 
71-72 


e 


1,249,749 


1,249,749 


1,245,749 
1,749, 742 
1,249,740 
1,249,743 
1,249,749 
1,249,749 
1,249,749 
1,249,749 
1,249,748 
1,249,749 
1,249,749 
1,249,750 
1,249,749 
1,249,743 
1,249,749 
1,242,762 
1,242,762 
1,242,762 
1,242,795 
1,242,795 
1,243,862 
1,250,275 


IAEA A οτς T pes e 


ἑ 1,249 + 943 


24,156 
24,156 
25,391 
25,391 
25,391 
25,391 
25,391 
25,391 
25,391 
25,391 
25,391 
72,362 
56,237 
54,454 
54,637 
54,637 
54,637 
54,637 
53,973 
45,649 
45,413 
43,369 
43,341 
43,660 
47,831 
47,831 
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129,065 


129,067 
166,965 
166,965 
166,965 
166,965 


164,739 


154,753 
164,758 
164,753 
164,753 
30,453 
37,739 
87,677 
87,494 
87,494 
87,494 
87,494 
37,494 
54,276 
53,974 


と 


4/157 


113,573 
129,951 
115,009 
115,009 
115,336 
115,050 
115,343 
115,343 
115,359 
115,353 
108,360 
148, 065 
132,533 
134, 133 
134,133 
134,423 
134,333 
137,529 
215,511 
215,313 
215,219 
216,915 
220,313 
229,624 
231,590 


5 


276,222 
277,615 
296,916 
231,974 
231,974 
232,351 
279,739 
230,106 
230,106 
230,117 
230,116 
133,318 
235,304 
220,210 
221,627 
221,627 
221,922 
222,327 
225,023 
269,737 
269,792 
269,792 
270,656 
273,907 
249,509 
251,270 


247,333 


240,713 
205,343 
165,291 
132,369 
142,497 
114,510 
123,698 
122,547 
116,973 
113,230 
124,100 
116,210 
129,421 
129,383 
123,676 
127,173 
125,230 
124,194 
36,959 
32,307 
87,353 















166,447 
166,163 
164,673 
163,224 
162,490 
161,373 
121,055 
102,565 
102,552 











165,760 
137,099 
121, 633 
115,336 
139,337 
135,062 
153, 462 
124,314 
119,946 


- 130, 469 


335,961 
199,124 


335,394 。 
163,529 Ἢ 
¿EX ¿BOT 

135,063 





203,659 
231,659 
203,203 
262,030 
237,553 
237,560 
204,924 
250,506 
137,555 
191,304 
216,364 - 
196,711 
176,366 
166,721 
197,631 
193,505 
214,105 
173,525 















RGoddooanccoooos ۱ 


dalddadadadcddddd 











ee οτος 


Crop Reports of Tamil Nadu 
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Ipnencix Table 4 (Contd.) Land Utilisation 
Ramanzthazuram 


Year 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
1950-51 23.0 19.4 eo 26.9 26.1 Έτ ο 21. 
52-53 19.3 1552 3.3 13.5 36.4 223 — 230.7 
ος £641 = 11.5 3.3 14.8 42.5 4,1 4856 
64555 14,1 . 12.5 3.9 16.3 45.0 1.7 7487 
B5e55 15.5 14.1 4.4 19.5 42.4 1.8 44.2 
56-57 12.1 13.4 3.2 16.6 46.6 2.4 49.0 
57-58 12.9 16.5 4.5 21.0 41.7 2.3 14.0 
58-59 12.9 15,5 3.5 19,0 43.7 55 
55-60 - 12.4 .— 13.3 5.7 19.0 44.2 3.6 BERT 
60-61 - 12,6 10.5 5.9 16.4 46.6 3.3 50.4 
61-62 1220] 43.5 6,5 20.0 46.4 クッ ザン > Lt 
62-63 $2.1 1059 4,1 15.0 49.5 1.3 50.8 
63-64 13.3 11.3 4.1 15.4 49.3 DE TOA 
64-65 13.3 133 4.1 17.4 47.2 1.29. 498,6 
6596564 — 1351. 1150 4.0 15.0 49.8 3 2۳ 56.8 
66-67. 13,0 9.7 4.4 15.1 50.7 TO ST 
67.68 12.9 9.3 2.1 13.4 51.5 2 H 
63-69 12.9 11.2 sd 15.9 23.9 352 50.1 
62-70 8.1 10.9 5.1 16,0 50.5 1.1 51.8 
70-71 2.3 12.3 4.9 17.2 49.2 1.0 οσο.» 
11-72 3.2 10.0 4.4 14.4 52.2 ο ELE toe 
729-73 8.2 9.6 4.3 13.9 52.5 e SATA 
73-14 7.9 10.5 4.5 15.0 51.6 1.4 53.0 
74-715 4.1 26.9 7.0 33.9 33.1 1.2 39.3 

75-76 3.9 7.9 23.8 43.4 $1.7 049. 


I ου ον ο SS m mm. m ως cw αν πο ο me. ο ο ο — αν mm — 











211.5 
235.9 128.5 133.2 48.5 128.2 
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14,309 



















«οἱ Tamil 1۵ ο 


















45.59 
41:39 
46.80 
HAI 















I. = — — — — — ーー ーー 一 





Crop Irrigated Sowing Period Harvest Period 
ος or Rainfed 

1. Paddy Irrigated Aug - Septr. Janry-February 

; Sept- Octbr. Febry-March 
Rainfed Aug - Septr. Janry-February 
Sept- Octbr.  Febry-iarch 
H.Y.V. Aug — Septr. Janry-February 
Sept- Octbr.  Febry-Harch 
Febry-March May — June 
2. Chillies Rainfed Octbr-Hovr < April-May 
Irrigated Aug 一 Septr. Fehry-March 
3. Groundnut Irrigated Jany-Febry, May-June 
May 一 June Osthbr_ November 
Rainfed Aug - Septr.  Hovr-Decr. 
4. Gingelly Irrigated Jany-Fe>ry. March-April 
Aug — Septr.  Oct^r-/ov2-»er 
Rainfed Aug 一 Septr. Oct>r-—Hovember 
5. Cotton Irrigated Aug — Septr.  Nov-December 
Feb 一 March septr-October 
Rainfed Septr-Octbr.  April-May 
H.Y.V. Aug — Septr. Febry-March 
5, Cholam Irrigated May - June Aug - Sept. 
Jany- Febry. April-May 
Rainfed Bugt- Septr.  Novr-Decr. 
H.Y.V. Febry-March May-June 
7. Cumbu Irrigated May — June Zug-Septr. 
Jany-Febry. April ay 
Rainfed Augt-Septr. Novr-Decr. 
H.Y.Ve. Jany-Febry. £pril ay 
May - June Septr-October 
8. Ragi Irrigated Jany-Fehry. April—May 
May — June Augt-Septr, 
des an nroa an SEE = ONE oe - 

55) ES Blackgram, > トコ . e Waren la ヤー EAS 
Redgram, Septr-Octbr. Decr-Zamuary 
horsegram : 

10. Coriander Septr-Octbr. _Decr-Jenuary 





Έπος Credit Plan for Ramanathanuram District,Tenil Nadu- 
Lead Bank gell pec Overseas Ban. 
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68.4 437,031 7 


5 75.6 488,453 


24. 130,083 








330310 
372170 
440050 
423630 
294350 
331050 
333530 
444970 
474130 
` 437960 
109730 
400530 



















κ Chiliios Col round 
| ; nut “incelly 
a Fr EES 12 13 
“= 36171 2321206 19731 1341 
51716 3179 6045€ 18736 2236 
po 20116 5373 25359 21002 1331 
- 46494 10709 47240 11176 ^ 2134 
30125 11952 45450 31375 1545 
- 43160 11491 47450 23491 1057 
67526 13747 62620 35947 1153 
95551 13605 43330 33142 1390 
70220 14020 54920 42440 1230 
30050 15020 60450 23700 1630 
235320 13360 53530 46660 2190 
165540 14100 71230 35470 1990 
123100 20210 59750 40760 1670 
165010 22970 55650 50330 1950 
220100 17500 65790 32040 1360 
277390 14050 73350 30370 1730 
169550 17200 52660 36720 2000 
233370 19400 75490 29490 . 2550 
239130 551030: 12190 37230 25230 1550 
336710 443920 16750 30660 24490 12330 
333340 300600 23710 24420 32530 2150 
451160 375370 27300 34110 49160 2920 
430420 396530 20610 35590 26440 3300 
495260 567630 0 55050 22410 3690 
113630 453120 11040 29010 142330 2020 
` 413240 371040 39530 19950 25040 2130 










429240 


‘The figure of cotton production are in terms of bales. 
From 1963-64 1 Bale = 130 Kg. prior to it upto 1962-63, 


| Bale = 177.9 kg. (392 lbs.) 
; He. Not Available 
Season and Crop Renorts of Tamil Nadu. 
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212.46 
233.85 
265.50 
275.55 
231.14 
217.96 
257.63 
289.62 
203.86. 
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139.37 
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149.39 
111 .85 
174.218 
181.61 
202.08 
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222.17 
173.65 
19.08 
239. 6% 
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146.99 
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155538 
114.33 
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261.38 





141.73 


9:98 17945 
34.83 235.05 
30.62 175.00 
31203 ° 2180, 00 
-28.15 206.97 
51.45 . 114,93 
44.75 134.05 

51.04 234.77 
64.92 325.07 
630.31 ۰ 209,18 
59.16 234.51 
67.00 428.40: 
52.65 386.92 
71.50 285.85 
73.47 323.56 
90.81 419.14 
206.33 . 577.57 

AS 496.25 














` Appendix Table 23: E 
. Ramatlathaouram 


Field Labourers * Herdsmen 
Year Men Women . Non-Adults Men Women Non - Adults 


(in Rs, and np 


1960-61 1.35 0.97 0.75 1.05 1.905 0,69 
1970-71 2.14 1 1.00 2.13 1.50 1.42 
1971-72 2.40 1.35 1.00 1,94 = 1.50 
1972-73 2.12 1.50 0.90 2:00 - η 
1973-74 3.19 1.92 2.50 2.49 - 1.93 
1974-75 4.32 2.92 2.36 2.69 2.21 2.00 
1975-76 4.45 3.19 2.41 3.93 2 2.12 


ERU E ODE σα دق‎ mM omo "ipn I MA. «κ ET 


* Field labourers include Ploughmen, Sowers ,Transplanters, 
Weoders, Reapers and Harvesters. 


Sources: Season and Crop Reports of Tamil Nadu 








